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after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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Attach ment(s) 

1) ^| Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 5 ) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) □ Other: . 



PTOL-T26 d (Rev e 08-06r 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20081 119 



Application/Control Number: 10/557,272 
Art Unit: 2184 



Page 2 



DETAILED ACTION 

This action is in response to the amendment filed on August 21 st , 2008. 
Status of Claims 

Claims 7-12 are pending, of which claims 7, 8, 11 and 12 are in independent 

form. 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see page 1 , paragraph 2, filed on August 21 st , 2008, with 
respect to the drawings and specification have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. The objection of the drawings and specification has been withdrawn. 

2. Applicant's arguments, see page 1 , paragraph 3, filed on August 21 st , 2008, with 
respect to the 101 rejection of claim 12 have been fully considered and are persuasive 
based on the amendments to claim 12. The rejection of claim 12 under USC 101 has 
been withdrawn. 

3. Applicant's arguments filed on August 21 st , 2008 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 
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Applicant has argued that the cited Kotola reference is not prior art under 102(e) 
because the filing date is March 19 th , 2004 which is not earlier than the foreign priority 
date of the instant application, which is June 6 th , 2003. 

The Kotola reference is a Continuation-in-Part of Application No. 10/105,320 
which was filed on March 26 th , 2002. Under USC 102(e) the filing date of the parent 
application can be used as the effective filing date for the child. Therefore the Kotola 
reference is available as prior art. The rejection under USC 102(e) is maintained and 
repeated below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 7-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Kotola 
et al. US publication No. 2004/0176032 A1 (hereinafter Kotola). 
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Referring to claim 7, Kotola discloses, a communication system having a 
plurality of communication apparatuses (Mobile terminals 902 and 904, Kotola Fig. 9), 
each of the plurality of communication apparatuses comprising: 

first communication mean (RF-ID Module 904 and 906, Kotola page 1 1 , lines 2-3 
and Fig. 9) for executing a communication between each communication apparatus and 
other communication apparatus by a first communication protocol (THE RF ID reader 
devices utilize the near field communication standard ECMA 340 to provide the RF ID 
functionality, Kotola page 7, paragraph 0073, lines 1-7); 

exchange means (In response to RF ID Interrogation signal 910, the target 
responds with RF ID response signal 912 which includes the Bluetooth address of the 
Bluetooth module in the device, to begin the process of switching from NFC/RF-ID 
communications to Bluetooth, Kotola page 11, paragraph 0108 lines 6-13 and Figs. 9 
and 9A) for exchanging communication information necessary to a communication 
executed by a second communication protocol (Bluetooth, Kotola, page 11, paragraph 
0108 lines 11-13) included in a communication protocol available by the other 
communication apparatus between the communication apparatus and the other 
communication apparatus by the communication executed by the first communication 
protocol; 

switching means (terminal control circuit, Kotola page 11, paragraph 0108, lines 
18-21) for switching the communication between each communication apparatus and 
the other communication apparatus from the communication executed by the first 
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communication protocol to the communication executed by the second communication 
protocol; and 

second communication mean (Bluetooth module, Kotola page 11, paragraph 
01 08, lines 1 8-21 ) for executing the communication by the second communication 
protocol (Bluetooth) between each communication apparatus and the other 
communication mean based on the communication information exchanged by the 
exchange means. 

Referring to claim 8, Kotola discloses, a communication apparatus for executing 
a communication between the communication apparatus and other communication 
apparatus (Mobile terminals 902 and 904, Kotola Fig. 9), comprising: 

first communication mean (RF-ID Module 904 and 906, Kotola page 1 1 , lines 2-3 
and Fig. 9) for executing a communication between the communication apparatus and 
other communication apparatus by a first communication protocol (THE RF ID reader 
devices utilize the near field communication standard ECMA 340 to provide the RF ID 
functionality, Kotola page 7, paragraph 0073, lines 1-7); 

acquisition means (RF ID interrogation signal 910, Kotola page 11, paragraph 
01 08, lines 1 -1 3) for acquiring the information of a communication available by the other 
communication apparatus through the communication executed by the first 
communication protocol; 

exchange means (In response to RF ID Interrogation signal 910, the target 
responds with RF ID response signal 912 which includes the Bluetooth address of the 
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Bluetooth module in the device, to begin the process of switching from NFC/RF-ID 
communications to Bluetooth, Kotola page 11, paragraph 0108 lines 6-13 and Figs. 9 
and 9A) for exchanging communication information necessary to a communication 
executed by a second communication protocol (Bluetooth, Kotola, page 11, paragraph 
0108 lines 11-13) included in a communication protocol available by the other 
communication apparatus between the communication apparatus and the other 
communication apparatus by the communication executed by the first communication 
protocol; 

switching means (terminal control circuit, Kotola page 11, paragraph 0108, lines 
18-21) for switching the communication between each communication apparatus and 
the other communication apparatus from the communication executed by the first 
communication protocol to the communication executed by the second communication 
protocol; and 

second communication mean (Bluetooth module, Kotola page 11, paragraph 
01 08, lines 1 8-21 ) for executing the communication by the second communication 
protocol (Bluetooth) between each communication apparatus and the other 
communication mean based on the communication information exchanged by the 
exchange means. 

As per claim 9, Kotola discloses, a communication apparatus according to claim 
8, wherein the communication executed by the first and second communication 
protocols is a wireless communication (both NFC according to the ECMA 340 standard 
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and Bluetooth are wireless communication methods, Kotola page 11, paragraph 0108, 
lines 1-4 and 18) and when the other communication apparatus is located in the vicinity 
of the communication apparatus, the first communication mean executes the 
communication by the first communication protocol (when the terminal 904 comes within 
the range of signal 91 0, it enters into process 91 1 , Kotola page 1 1 , paragraph 01 08, 
lines 7-9 and Figs. 9 and 9A) between the communication apparatus and the other 
communication apparatus. 

As per claim 10, A communication apparatus as in claim 9, wherein, in the first 
communication protocol, the communication is executed by specifying the other 
communication apparatus located in the vicinity of the communication apparatus (when 
the terminal 904 comes within the range of signal 910, it enters into process 91 1 , Kotola 
page 1 1 , paragraph 01 08, lines 7-9 and Figs. 9 and 9A). 

Referring to claim 11, similar limitations as in claim 8 are recited. Therefore the 
rejection of claim 8 applies to claim 1 1 . 

Referring to claim 12, similar limitations as in claim 8 are recited. Therefore the 
rejection of claim 8 applies to claim 12. 
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Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to TUSHAR S. SHAH whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1970. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 7:30am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dr. Henry Tsai can be reached on 571-272-4176. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2181 



